CHAPTER  V

JOHN DAY'S CONTEMPORARIES

MOST notable of all the men who lived and worked
with Day was Reginald or Reyner Wolfe, of the
Brazen Serpent in St. Paul's Churchyard. Much
as we have to regret the scantiness of all material
for a study of the lives of the early English printers,
it is doubly felt in the case of Reginald Wolfe. The
little that is made known to us is just sufficient to
whet the appetite and kindle the curiosity. It
reveals to us an active business man, evidently
with large capital behind him, setting up as a book-
seller under the shadow of the great Cathedral,
and rapidly becoming known to the learned and the
rich. We see him passing backwards and forwards
between this country and the book fair at Frankfort,
executing commissions for great nobles, and at the
same time acting as the king's courier. Later on
we find him adding the trade of printer to that of
bookseller, and I have very little doubt that it was
partly to the advice and influence of Reginald
Wolfe that we owe the improvement that took place
in John Day's printing. As a printer he stands
beside Day in the excellence of his workmanship,
and he was the first in England who possessed any

large stock of Greek type.
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